
Romans 6:16 (NLT2)  

 

Don’t you realize that you become the slave of whatever you choose to obey? You can be a 

slave to sin, which leads to death, or you can choose to obey God, which leads to righteous 

living. 

 

 

Have you ever seen or heard of the Tarzan movies or read the book?  

Well, the best I can recall, Tarzan was a baby who lived in the jungle with his parents, and his 

parents were killed. Then some apes or gorillas found him and raised him as their own, and 

taught him how to live as an ape. Then years later, Tarzan was found by man, who brought him 

back into civilization, where they attempted to teach him how to be a man.  

 

Now think about that for a minute. You are raised out in the wild, with apes and taught how to be 

an ape, taught how to live like an ape, taught how to eat like an ape, and taught how to sleep out 

in the elements as an ape. Then on the other hand, you are brought in and taught how to live as a 

human, and eat regular food like a human, live in a house, with a bathroom, bed, etc.. like a 

human. You are also taught how to hang out with those that are just like you, because a ape is 

nothing like a human. 

 

So for us, if we had the choice, I think we would all choose to live like a human and not as an 

ape, because we could not do without a house to live in, electricity, lights, cars, beds, cooked 

food, Ice Cream, Pizza      Etc. 

 

But if you watch one of the Tarzan movies, Tarzan decides to go back and live like an ape, 

rejecting who he was as a human and the lifestyle of a human. Now the movies make it look like 

he was treated bad, and made it appear that he made the right choice to go back and live with the 

apes. But the reality was that even though there are bad people, it doesn’t mean that all people 

are bad, and if most other families would had taught Tarzan, he probably would had liked being 

a human more than a ape and never would had gone back to that wrong lifestyle in the jungle. 

 

Now if you think about it, we are like Tarzan, born in God’s image, yet raised to follow after the 

sins of the world, by a sinful people. But then along comes a Christian who shows you a better 

way of life. A life that God had planned for man when He created him, without all the 

consequences to living a sinful lifestyle, and the joy of living as a Christian, which as a believer, 

we know is way better then the life we used to live. 

 

So people are confronted with both ways of life every day. They are all familiar with the sinful 

lifestyle, and they see how Christians live, and they have to make a decision, which one they 

want to live. 

 



Now, just like in the movies, there are bad Christians who claim to be Christians, but don’t live 

like it and they take advantage of others. When the lost see that, they think that all Christians are 

like that. But we know they are not, yet the bible warns us about such people. 

 

 Jude 1:4 (NLT2) I say this because some ungodly people have wormed their way into 

your churches, saying that God’s marvelous grace allows us to live immoral lives. The 

condemnation of such people was recorded long ago, for they have denied our only 

Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

Yet people will see both sides of the way of living, and so many decide that they just don’t want 

the lifestyle of a Christian, and choose the lifestyle that leads to death instead. 

 

 Romans 8:6 (NLT2) So letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. 

But letting the Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace. 

 

Simply, some people just enjoy their sinful lifestyle so much, that they know the truth about 

heaven, but are willing to live like hell, and have made the choice that they will pay the piper for 

their sinful lifestyle when they die.  

 

Just like the two thieves on the cross, one on each side of Jesus, they both saw and heard Jesus, 

yet one chose to believe in Jesus, and the other chose to reject Jesus, even in his so called death 

bed experience. 

 

It’s still amazing to me how so many people will reject eternal life with Jesus in Heaven for a 

short lived life here on earth, simply for a few sinful pleasures, that will cause them eternal pain 

apart from Jesus for all eternity. But didn’t we all live that way at one time before we came to 

Jesus. 

 

So, for all reading this, “Don’t you realize that you become the slave of whatever you choose to 

obey? You can be a slave to sin, which leads to death, or you can choose to obey God, which 

leads to righteous living.” Romans 6:16 (NLT2) You truly have a choice, this is not a movie or 

some story thought up by man. Your choice is to “be a slave to sin, which leads to death, or you 

can choose to obey God.” Period. 

 

 Deuteronomy 30:19 (NLT2) Today I have given you the choice between life and death, 

between blessings and curses. Now I call on heaven and earth to witness the choice you 

make. Oh, that you would choose life, so that you and your descendants might live! 


